KAMPALA UNIVERSITY (KU) 
MASTERS’ IN DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
Programme Synopsis

Development Studies is a dynamic field concerned with pursuit of improving living conditions of developing world through developing - social and economic, political and cultural - and the major policy challenges they present to efforts to overcome poverty and insecurity. The Master of Science in Development Studies is an interdisciplinary programme which aims at giving graduates the vision of promoting development initiatives at all levels  be it domestic, national, regional and international levels. It is a comprehensive programme which cuts across all aspects of life be it socially, politically, culturally; economically, or otherwise. This programme provides a solid interdisciplinary social science formation in development theory and practice and develops students’ capacities for independent and critical analysis. 

Highlights include:

· The meanings of development and the challenges it faces

· Neoliberalism and its critiques

· Industrialization, labour and capital

· Governance and democracy

· State failure, poverty and insecurity

· Gender and class analysis

· NGOs, civil society, and social movements

· Globalization, commodity chains, and trade

· The agrarian question, peasantry and land

The MSc programme’s emphasis on transferable analytical skills has been of great benefit to the many graduates who have returned to, or taken up, professional careers in development in international organisations, government agencies and non-government organisations.}

Career Options

Development studies degrees can lead to a variety of careers. Many graduates choose to pursue a doctorate in a related field. Master's degree holders can find work as: 

· Development consultants 

· Independent researchers or analysts 

· Economists 

· Diplomats 

· National and international civil servants

· Nonprofit executives

CURRICULUM

 

CORE COURSES  
MADS 500      Introduction to development thought and strategies

MADS 501      Development Theories and Perspective 

MADS502       International Public Law

MADS503       Research Methodology

MADS 504      Gender and Development 

MADS 505      Consultancy Skills for Development

MADS 506      Research and development

MADS 507      Ethical foundation of development in Africa

MADS 508      Project Planning and Management

MADS 509      Development Economics

MADS 510      Human Resource Management and Development 

 

ELECTIVES 

MADS 511      Gender and Development

MADS 512      Civil Society Organizations and Development 

MADS 511      Communication Skills 

MADS 512      Human Rights and Development

MADS513       Technology and development

MADS 514      Environment and sustainable development

MADS 515      Governance and Democracy 

MADS 516      Public Policy and Management 

MADS 517      Children and Youth Studies 

MADS 518      Poverty Concept, Analysis and Policies

 

N.B.

1. Students are required to take at least four courses out of electives.

2. Dissertation Writing is Mandatory for every student as a precondition to graduation.

